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Reference Is made to. the enclosed material - on which the 
Director has written: "This memo reminds me vividly of those I ' 

received when Castro took over Cuba.' Yop contended then that Castro and " 
lis cohor.ts were not Communists and not influenced by Communists. Time 
ilone proved you wrong. I for one can’t ignore the memos re King, 

et al as. having only an infinitesimal 
if feet on the efforts to exploit the American Negro by the Communists." 

* * . 

The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about 
elieving the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
hat Fidel Castro was not a communist or Under communist influence. On 
nvestigating and writing about communism and the American Negro, we 
ad better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. •< 

• 

I do think that much of the difficulty relating to the memoraiv 
m rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the 
>rd "inf lue nce .i 1 We do not have, and no Government agency or private 



ganization has, any yardstick which can accurately measure "influence" 
this particular context, even when we know it does exist such as in 
ie case of the obvious influence of 

over Martin Luther King and King ’ s " inf lu e nc gto v e r ~o t h e iTlseg To 
adors.' Personally, 1 believe in the light of King's powerful 
magogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other 
gro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of 
groes. We must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the ^ 
St-d anggrouj s Ne g r o_of_th e f uture in thi s Nati on from. .the„standpoin1y ) 
communism,., the Negrojand national semiritv / / 

? 

On determining membership of Negroes in the Coramuffist Patty, 

I are. not confronted with the same problem.' We do have here accurate 
rdsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are 
[•y exacting. This means there are many Negroes who are fellow- 
ivellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knowingly or unknowingly, 
t do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old 
iununist principle still holds: "Communism must be. built with non- 

imunist h^yjdsy" Therefore, it may be unrealistic to limit ourpo'vss as 

uence 



’ I 

t 



have been £4oing to legalistic ^proof or definitely conclusive j.< 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

NEGRO QUESTION 
100-3-75 



c^itt«J SaftS! d^-ErSL-Jy-SL' 1 Z bef °« Congressional 

«« Agrees whlSTo^ TotiZZZollZtZTZZ:^ 1 

while shcwSg jr?Se n d™eI^°J h ‘ h ?„ DlreCt ? r Penetratively questioned' 

suffer from luch IwuSl. ^ Jhesrii^iLt?^ 0 * ° n . 
effort to lift in the future The ™3 1 ? itations we wil1 raa ke every 
Division is giving to communist am °? nt of attention this 

should enable US to do°?Ms? iSt actfvities directed toward the Negro 

K . * • 

communist ^Ke^u” It th * »•«»' - 

during the past few weeks four moVi h J? e °i one supervisor ar.d 

(1) specialized Inst^UoS ^cupied. Additional!- 
infiltration of the Negro- (2) nionomni 1 i y h giVe ? the fleld on communis; 

. subject and widely disleminated • ( 3 ? jSSlJSi 6 5®®° written on the 
and reports; (‘4) August 21 1963 W e defStAH 1 ^h dlSS +" inated are m<?r ’orr.: 

gence Analysis to the communist plSs JS S. S® eD \* r ® Current Intel!:- 
1963, (149 copies of this-Analvsii ^ th ?® Sr ° March of August 2C. 

the Government); (5) much material on ® d * ssemi ° ated to 44 agencies of 
In-Service; and (6) an SAC Ser ?! SS^JS! * S ?* Ven to A 8»nts at 
now giving the field the benefit ofwhnt I Preparation in this Divisio 
on Washington and issuing instructions f n ! 6 H learned from the Negro Marc.. 
commupist influence On the Negro? ti0nS f ° r increased coverage of 

i _ ' -. As the memorandum pointed out "thi c «, + {„„ . . 

I form of racial revolution and the ti»A h,c n Nation is involved in a 
I «xplpjLt aJUSSISTtho" NegrSe! by ! 

Negroes constitute t he~gre ate st sino-io vr P -f °?-f-- ldi f ts • Nineteen mill. 

Party, USA. This is a ^ re letl itl vl ZtS ^5 B ® t 1 ° f the Communist 
.will do .everything po agihiu + h ~ trout i w f ever lose S 1 ^ ht of. We 

.Director all available facts relatiSTS ±uture L ° aevejL °P for "the 
. Party, plus the more complex and difficult^ 0 nemb ® r f hi P in the Commur. 

/of communist organizations JnS ofiJ^aS ive? lnfl ^ nce 

| Negroes* a s ove ^ the leaders and masses oi 

•• 

what the Dl?e”irhaI r a a rtgM h tJ Speot“f^ d oSr d ina°?Ji"? aSUre “ P tC 
RECOMMENDATION .- 
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For the information of the Director. 
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